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PREFACE. 



Omncs nos decel pro eorpore toliua Ecclesiie, cujus per varias qnagque 
proviiicitis memtini digests sunt, excubaTe. — Ct/prian, Epist.xix, 

Prabyleri et DiaQoai Rom^ conaUtentes ad Cyprianuia. 



Tothe following few pages, — by the Editor deemed 
worthy of being rescued from oblivion, — it is scarce 
allowable to prefix the formality of a preface. Nor 
would such an intrusion on the reader's time be 
hazarded, but for the purpose of explainining the cir- 
cumstances under which their publication originates, 
and of introducing to his notice a brief biographical 
sketch of their Author. 

Let it suffice that the original copy of this Archi- 
presbyteral Address in the hand-writing of the Au- 
thor, Dr. Priaulx, Rural Dean of Chalke in Wiltshire, 
A.D. 1666-7, came into the Editor's possession soon 
after his appointment, a.o. 1827, by his venerated Dio- 
cesan, the present Bishop of Salisbury, to the rural de- 
canate, over which Dr. Priaulx presided in the days of 
Bishop Setli Ward: within the precinctsof which juris- 
diction.mthe parish churchof Berwick St. John.aniidst 



the registers of the dead and living, the autograph, 
having imaccountablysurvived the ravages of time for 
a century and a half, was discovered in its " narrow 
cell" by an antiquarian friend, and consigned to the 
hands of the Editor ; of whom, in his official capa- 
city, as the Author's representative in the Deanry, it 
seemed to supplicate a promise of exhumation. 

Whether the subject be worthy of the press, and 
the act of disinterment, in the abstract, right or 
wrong, — the Editor is more or less committed to its 
claims on the attention of his clerical neighbours, by 
being personally aidant to its resuscitation ; — " pul- 
chrum in primis videtur, non pati occidere, quibus 
aiternitas debeatur." But, while he is thus prolong- 
ing the Author's existence, he is free to acknowledge 
himself by no means an impartial judge of the merits 
of his Decanal epitome. Much additional, extrinsic 
interest is imparted to it, in the Editor's eyes, by as- 
sociation, — arising out of the local circumstances and 
identity of office above referred to, independent of 
the intrinsic qualities of the compilation itself; — the 
true merits of which the unbiassed reader will more 
fairly appreciate. 

As to the particular form in which the Address 
now solicits perusal, it was not the Editor's first in- 
tention to have sent it into the world as a separate 
publication. He purposed, rather, to have annexed 
it, as a literary foundling of then unknown parentage, 
to an original and more copious treatise of his own 
on the same subject, — viz. " On the name and title, 
the origin, appointment, and functions, personal and 
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PREFACE. iH 

capitular, of Rural Deans ;" — a work which had some 
time engaged the hor^ subsecivfE of \ii&\\hrd.xj. But 
when he had cleared up some douhts as to the au- 
thenticity of Dr. Priaulx's manuscript, and prepared 
it for the public eye with the addition of a few an- 
notations—more trite than recondite, but, he trusts, 
not impertinent, — he found that his own researches 
in the same field were making — from their wider 
scope and more minute examination of the particu- 
lar duties of Deans Rural — very slow advances to 
maturity ; and were likely to delay for too long a 
period the object which he had immediately in view, 
— that of giving publicity to his predecessor's bre- 
viary amongst the clergy of his Deanry. Under 
these circumstances, he thought it better to break 
asunder the projected link, which, in connecting Dr. 
Priaulx with himself, would not only retard the for- 
mer's early escape from protracted obscurity, but 
eventually might prove as fatal to his fame as if he 
had remained entombed in his Berwick cell. 

Free, then, from such incumbrance, the Dean Ru- 
ral of Bishop Ward's appointment appears before the 
reader, in a stateof comparative independence;— his 
ancient grave-clothes alone exchanged for the more 
comely attire of modem typography. And if, so bur- 
nished up, his " Brief Account of the Nature, Use, 
and End of his Office," become known beyond the 
limits of the Deanry, to which it was originally ad- 
dressed as a capitular oration, perhaps, or raanu- 
scriptal circular to the resident clergy, — and excife 
the curious student to investigate still farther the 
a 2 



histories of the Chorepiscopal, Archidiaconal, and 
Decanal ministrations ; — or, what is of far more con- 
sequence, if it tend, by God's blessing, to keep alive 
in the rural clergy at large, the same heart-felt con- 
viction of the importance of general co-operation for 
the advancement of spiritual interests ; — and to per- 
petuate in presbyters and archpreshyters of the 
country the same zealous exertions and devout as- 
pirations for " the etemall welfare of the Church and 
people of God," that actuated the conduct and di- 
rected the pen of the writer, when an influential 
pastor and watchman on earth;* the Editor will 
felicitate himself that he shall have been instrumental 
in rescuing the autograph from a perishable condi- 
tion ; and, while enlarging through the medium of 
the press the limited sphere of its original circula- 
tion, will humbly hope that he is not impairing the 
probability of augmented usefulness, by assuming 
at the same time the character of an annotator. 



* II yap 01 Ttic ray wiXtuv apj^ds ffnriartvOtvTt^, ot ay 
Kai \lav o^ii rvyxoyininv oiTfc, Kal rot v6Kcis avirpcipay, i 
TrpoaasiiXeiray' 6 too XpnTToC rijv yvji^ijy KaTaKoa/iciv \a\lay, iroiriic aoi 
ioKet dcioBai Svyafitait, Kal r^c Trap ntrou, Kai r^c avuiBcv wpoc i^ pi? 

SiafiapTuy ; Ckrysostom. de Sacerdol. L. III. vi. 



Oonkead SI. Andrew Rectory, 
Wittg. March lsM832. 



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE 



c^e Siutibor. 



30&n ^I'lauljC, ©. B. Rector of North Newton, 
Berwick St. John, and Fovant, iu the county of Wilts; 
Rural Dean of Chalke; Canon Residentiary, and Arch- 
deacon of Sarum, is thus noticed, in connexion with 
one of his many benefices, by the Author of Magna 
Britannia. 

" Fovant is famous for its minister. Dr. John 
Priaulx, who, though he accepted of this Living in 
the Times of the Commonwealth of England, and 
was in the Commission for Ejecting ignorant and 
scandalous Ministers and Schoolmasters; yet never 
discovering any Forwardness in complying with the 
Powers in Being, or the Designs then on Foot, he 
was, upon King Charles II's Restoration, received as 
a Friend of the Monarchy and Church, and accord- 
ingly preferred ; for he was soon after made a Pre- 
bendary oi Netherbury in Terra, In the Church of 
Salishitnj; ami being esteemed an excellent Divine, 
was offered the King's Professorship of Divinity at 



VI 

Oxford, upon the Promotion of Dr. Sanderson to the 
See of Lincoln; but he modestly refused it^ and con- 
tented himself with the Archdeaconry of Salisbury, 
which he held to his deaths which happened in that 
City^ June 1674^ and was buried in the Cathedral 
Church there. He hath only one Sermon in Print, 
entitled ' Confirmation confirmed, and recommended 
from Scripture, Antiquity, and Reason;^ preached 
at the Visitation of Dr. Humphrey Hinchman, then 
Bishop oi Salisbury, in the Cathedral there, in 1662.'* 
(Wiltshire VI. The Hundred of Cawden and Cadworth, 
p. 71.) 

There is a monument to the memory of Dr. Priaulx 
on the western wall of the nave of Salisbury Cathed- 
ral, bearing the following inscription : — 

VMtliE ERUDinONIS 
INGENS JUXTA CONDITUR THESAURUS, ' 
DNS JOHANNES PRIAULX S.T.P. SOUTH AMPTONIiE NATUS, 

OXONU EDUCATUS, 

MAGNUM UTRIUSQUE ORNAMENT CJ M ; 

LINGUARUM, ARTIUM, SCIENTIARUM, 

PERITISSIMUS. 

^SirnilORll } LITERATURE CULTOR, 
CUM PAUCIS CELEBRANDUS, 
QUI 

riTM S CANONICATUM > RESIDENTIA, 

^^^ \ ARCHIDIACONATUM SARUM f VIGILANTIA, 

MULTUM ADORNASSET, 

SUBITA CORREPTUS MORTE 

ANIMAM DEO REDDIDIT, 

PRIDIE NONAS JUND, 

ANNO DOMINI MDCLXXIV. 

JETATIS SUJE LX. 

LABORUM SUORUM FRUCTUM 

PERCEPTURUS. 

EN TH AnOKAAY^I TOY KYPIOY. 



Uvief account. 



3t having pleas'd the R' R'! Father in God' Seth 
L'l Bishop of this Diocese to coiuitt to my care and 
inspection the Rurall Deanerie of Chalke; I liave 
thought fitt, not onlie to signifie to you (my Reve- 
rend Brethren) his Lo^.' pleasure therin, but also to 
give you a hrief account of y' nature, use aud end of 
this office; w"'' will appear to have bin instituted for 
more weighty reasons then some, perhaps, doe ima- 
gine. And this not out of anie designe to promote 
an opinion of my own worthines (who am the meanest 
of all those who have preceded me in that Place) but 
out of a iuf ground I have to beleeve, that this sea- 
son is not improper for vigorous prosecuting the 
wise and pious Sanctions of former Ages ; and like- 
wise for the hopes I have conceaved, that all of us 
will be thereby fullie sensible of o' Dutie, in concur- 
ring to the practise of such things, as doe most evi- 



' Bishop Setb Ward succueded Bisliop Hyde in ihe Sec of Solis- 
hury, A.ii. 1666,— ditd a.d. 1688. 



dentlie tend to the Honour of Allmighty God, y' 
Salvation of o'. own Soiiles, and of theirs who are 
cofiiitted to o' Charge. 

Bt pleas'd therefore to know. That y' Office of a 
Bishop being not onlie the most Eminent for Honour, 
but the greatest for Burden in the Church of Christ 
(of w""" the manie passages of Scripture that concern 
that Function, as well as the Canons of Antient 
Councills, and y' sayings and exemples of y" Fathers 
doe informe us'J it was thought fullie necessarie, that 
some part of the Burden should be taken off from 
the Bishops, and plac't in the care and managerie of 
such, whom the Church thought fittest to be intrusted 
therew"'. Which practise, both for y" necessitie, rea- 
sonablenes and lawfullnes thereof, is grounded upon 
several! precedents in the word of God: — asappeares 
by w' Moses did in conferring part of y" burden of 
civill governm' on 70 of the Elders of Israel,'' Numb. 
11. — by w' o' Saviour himself did, in adding y' like 
Number of Disciples to his Holie Apostles, allreadie 
in Commission for Preaching,* Luk. 10. — -and also by 

" Sec Rabani Muuri De inslHul. Cleric. Lib. i. caji. 5. De ordtne 
fripar/ito Kpiscoporum, C. d. E. Snicer. 7hes. Eccl. in voce 'EttI'ct- 
KOJroc Tom. I. col. 1179. ii. in specie, et col. \\f^\,de officio Episcopi. 
and Di-. Cave's Primiiiee ChrUtianity, Part I. ch. 8, pp. 221, seqq. 

3 Numbers, chap. xi. vv. 16, 17—24, 25. See Honorii Gemm. 
Aaims de Antiq. RHu Miss^, Lib. I. cap. 182, De Sacerdolibiis. — 
" Hos septiinginla viii expressenint, qui spirilura Moysi accipicntus 
populo prselati aunt." 

* St.Luke, chap. X. TV. 1-17. — On the seventy disciples, the frt'iOBc 
i^loii^xovra of our Lord's personal appointment, see Suicer. Thes. 
Eccl. Tom. n. col. 288, in r-Mnfiflrifc, lu. 2. Hooker's iiTcc/. PoUtie, 
B. V. p, 419. Mosheim's Eccl. Hisl. Vol. i. pp. 56. 96. Jablonski, 
Iitil. Hist. Christ. Tom. i. p. 19. 



w' was done by the Apostles of o' Lord, iu transfer- 
ring y° office of miniEtring the irTm}(ixa.,^ y' goods of 
y' Poore, upon an Order instituted for that purpose, 
whom they therefore call'd Deacons, or Ministers of 
the Church/ Act. 6.' 

9lfttt" the Apostles times (to omitt w' some learned 
men have conceaved of y' Order of Presbyters them- 
selves) the first instance of this partition of things 
belonging to the Episcopall Function, I take to have 
bin made in the Eastern Church, in that Degree of 
Ministers, w*"* they call'd ;^fo§67riVxojroi :" of whom the 



^sTtix""- " R«li((iia rediluum episcopall um, (jus utsupcrfliiamon- 
dicis dislribuebantur." Meursii Glossar. in voce. p. 466. o iirlaamoz 
!i^t(Kti ficra Ttiv ayayKalav ahrov ZaTiaviiv, nai rijc r^c iKKKifirlaQ, trai 
TU¥ nXtifixiv vuvtidq ohkOvofilav, to. jripiTTtuoyra ix tQv cia&euy rqt 
ii>-Xijff/aci iiahloyai irpoc viy>irac' 'rru;^(i;i yap vuXoiiTai. Balsamon 
ad Can. Aposl. lix. and agnin Zonaras, ibidem, rd riiv itcXi;"'^*' 
irpayftara >} ypaip^ umij^iKa hrofial^fi. K. T. \. 

" Acts. cLap. VI. V. 3. Zonaraa, ad Can. xvi. TruUanvm, caUs 
Uie primitive Deacons vTnipirai i.-a( oimroiiai t^o^v. See Suicer. 
T.E.Tom. I.eol.870,2. a. Hooker's E. P. B. v. pp. 419. wy^. Cave's 
P.C. Part I.e. 8, pp. 231, iejy. Binghani's Eachs.Antiq. B.ii. c. xx. 
16. Mosheiro, E. //. V. I. p. 104. Jablonski, J. J/. C. Vol. i. p. 20. 
unci Mr. Bloomlicld's judicious annotations, in his Synopsis, Vol. iv. 
pp. 187, »eqq. 

' "Wtereupon/'saysthe immortal Hooker, "nreemay rightly ground 
ibis axiome, that when the subject wherein one man's labours of aun- 
drie kinds are imploycd, doth waxe so great, that the some men are 
no longer ahle to manage it sufficiently as before, llie most naiurall 
waye to helpe this is by deviding their charge into slipes, and ordaining 
of under-ulHcera, as our Saviour under twelve Apostles seaventie pres- 
byters, and tht: Apostles by hb example seaven Deacons to be under 
both."— ficcfr*. Poliiie, B. v. p. 420. 

■ 'XMipcrliTKorm are supposed by Morinus, De sacria Ordinatioaibus, 
Pars III. cap. I— 111. p. 40, to have been first ordained in Ponius and 
(ialatia, about a.d. 2*0, und iheiiee to have spread over eastern 
Christendom. The earliest notice of thctn, in (he west, is in the 



first mention wc have in antient Councills is that of 
Ancyra,"* c. 13. held in the year of Christ 314. w''^ 
together w"" 4 other Provinciall Synodes," was re- 
ceaved into the Cod. Can. Univers. Ecctiae, and con- 
firmed by the Generall Councill of Chalcedon, Can. 1. 
But y' mention there made of y' Chorepiscopi is not 



Condt. Reyieme of Finance, a.d. 439. Th« signification of the term 
is better understood by Suicer than Meursins. " Dicli fuere non re- 
gionum aul paroeciarum episcopi," says the former, " ut vulgo sibi 
persliodent, r^c x^f"^ lirtmiinroi, sed tuv \iiipuv viUarum aut vicorum, 
ut recle interpretatur D. Exiguus m Can. x. Antiacheno : qui in vicis 
vel poasessionibus Chorepiscopi nominantur." Tties. Eccl. in voce, 
Tom. II. col, 1563. See Spelman. Glossar. m voce Chorepiscopus. 

'"The council of Ancyra, the metropolis of Galatia, _^i's( mentions 
Chorepiscopi by name, in its ihirtcentli canon : 'S.upEWtin;6in>ii: fiij 
i^iyai itpta^VTipttQ ^ fiaKfifoc ytipoToytlv, dX\<f fiiiv ftrjSi wpcafivripHg 
rS\iUi:, X^P'C toa hriTpaTrrjvai iro tou kwiiTKdwu ficTsi yiiafifiaTiay, tc 
tmoTij irapoiK(^.—Cod. Can.Bccl Univ. in Bibl. J. C. V. Tom. I. p. 3 1 . 
But it is supposed, with greai probability of conjecture, by Valesius, 
ibat these villau bishops ore alluded to in \hQ Cmicilium Aitliochenum 
eonlra Paidum Samosatenum, a.d. 269, under the designation of 
iirtaKirBs rwc b/idpiiiv kypCiy, as distinguislied from those ruiy ituXeuv. 
Enaebii Pamphili Ecctes. Hislor. L. tii. c. xxx. p. 363. Valesii An- 
not. in loco. Moabeim places Chorepiscopi in the first century, Eccl. 
Hist Vol. I. p. 106. 

'1 The four other provincial synods were those of Neoctesarea, a.d. 
314; Gangra, A.D.325; Antioch, a.d. 341; and Laodicea, a.d. 364; 
vrhicfa, with the canons of four cecumenic councils, Nice, a.d, 326 ; 
Constantinople. A.D. 381; Ephesus, a.d. 431 ; C'hnlccdon, a.d. 451 ; 

COnsUtUte the BIBAOS KANONQN THS KAeOAlKHE EKKAUSIAX, of 

lie Bibliotkeca Juris Canonici of Justellus, Tom. i. It is to the first 
canon of tlie latter council, held at Chalcedon in Bithynia, that Dr. 
Priaulx refers, as ratifying and confirming the canons of five antecedent 
proiincial synods : roue itapd tuv hydav iraTepwv Kaff knaarttv mryoSov, 
aXP' ™'' •^'' ^"ftOtn-ac naviyaQ Kpartiv \SiKtniiaafU.y, C. C.E. U. in 
B.I.C. K. Tom. 1. p. 61. 

The council of Antioch, twenty-seven years afler that ofAncyra, 
limits the functions of Chorepiscopi in its tenth canon, — biddbg them. 
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such, as if they had bin there first instituted;** but 
that Canon was fram'd, to restraine the Chorepiscopi 
from some intrenchm" on y° Episcopall Function; 
w''' must needs inferre, that they had their place in 
the Church long before; for the Invasion of other 
mens Rights is usuallie the practise of those, who 
have gain'd some Reputation in the world ; to obtaine 
w'^'', we know, is the work of time. 

^Oto that the Chorepiscopi were ordain'd for ease 
of the Bishops under that Solicitude, that must needs 
increase dailie, as did the number of Beleevers, ap- 
peares by the 14th Can. of the Councill of Neocse- 
sarea," held in y' yeer of X'3l6., wherin it is ex- 



in obedience to the synod's decree, — iiSivai ra lavrav fiirpa k.t.X, — 
to be satisfied with their delegate and subordinate duties, and not to 
usurp the privileges of their superiors, the nrban bishops, on pain of 
deprivation. C. C.E. U. in B. 1. C. V. Tom. i. p. 45, and Routh, Re- 
Uquia Sacrm, Vol. in. ^niwt. in Aneyr. Cone. Can. p. 434. And, 
before the latter date, the oecumenic council of Nice, above-mentioned, 
passed many enactments to regulate the election and functions, and 
restrain the excesses of Chorepiscopi, we Capp. liii. liv. lv. lvi, ltii. 
Cone. Tom. II, 

'* So Morinus, " Prsecedit bsec Chorepiseoponira institutio concilia 
memorata (scilicet Ancyran, et Neoceesar.) ; nam in iis non agitur de 
Chorepiscopis creandis, sed de corum autoritatc coercenda, et episco- 
porum fascibus submittendd, i. quibus jam se esimere tentabani." — 
De sacrii Ordinal. P. 111. Exercitat. iv. c. i. IJ. 

"* The council of Neocsesarea, in Pontus, celebrated according to 
Hermant's Ctiu-is, a.d, 314, and certainly not later than 315 in the 
opinion of Bishop Beveridge, is, by Ruclius and Hartmannus (Con- 
rilia Illustrala.Tom.i.f. t!17) fixed at A.D. 316, the date specified 
by Dr. Fnaulx. As to the distribution and number of the canons of 
this council, iliere is ^^n some difference among the learned. By 
dividing canon xiii. (in the Codtx Can. Eccl. Univ.) into (wo, the 
i-ommon reckoning makes a luUtl aniuuDi of fiflueii caiioiis in llic Nco- 
(^■csarean council; of which, the one ulluded to is numerically l\w 



presslie said, the )(tops-jri(r}t(nrot were instituted elg 
Tuxou Toiv sSSii/i^'xoi'Ta after y' form or example of 
the Seventy Disciples, which are commonly esteem'd 
to have bin soe manie a-oT^XeiToupyoi, or Assistants of 
y* H. Apostles. So Raban" Maurus, Chorepiscopi 
(saith he) Vicarii sunt Episcopomm ad exemplum 70 
Seniorum aptati; nee aliq'' eis licet in Ecctia ordinare 
aut constituere, nisi quantum eis concedit' a legitiniis 
Episcopis, qui Sedem et Regimen integrum in Ecctiis 
obtinent." De Inst. Cler. L. i. c. 5. Vid. Gemm. Anim. 
De Antiq. Ritu MissiB L. i. c. 182. B. PP. But as for 
that part of y' Episcopall Function w"' was coniitted 
to their trust, it seemes in S! Basil's time (as appeares 
by his Epistle to the Chorepiscopi)'* to have consisted 



foui'teentli, — oi Sk XuptT/irKoiroi tiVi ficv tie rinruj' rti' t/BJo^ijcovra' 
lie <■£ auXktiTHpyvi Sid rijv o'tbJiJi' rijV iic roue JtTtuj(oiic Trpotnjiipnai 
Tifiiificfoi. But tbe venerable editor of the Reliqiiiis Sacra, suppoiW 
by a sti'ong phaJanx of aulhorities, unites the latter clause on Xwpt- 
iclaxa-noi to the preceding on iinyiipioi, irptir^iiTfpiii, considering them, 
instead of distinct canons, to be members of one and the same canon, 
viz. ihe thirteenth; — whereby the aggregate number is reduced to 
XIV. See Bill. I. C. V. Tom. I. p. 40 ; Reliq. Sacr. V. iii. pp. 461, 
segg. 

'* " Ordinati aunt autem chorepiscopi," continues the Archbishop 
of Menlz, " propter pauperum curam, qui in agris et villis consistunt, 
ne eis solatium eoniirmationis deesset." Bui when he says iLey are 
called " cAorephcopi, quia de eKoro sunt saccrdotum," we may be 
allowed to doubt. — De Inst. Cler. L, i. C. 5, E. See Mem'sii Glossar. 
p. 630. Ducange Gloss, in voce, and other references beyond, at note 
18. The Gemma Animse de Sacerdolibus baa been adduced at page 
8, note 3. " Hos sepluaginia ?iri expressetunt Stc." 

" See S. Basilii Opera, Tom. ill. Episl. CLXxxi. p. 193. The 
archbishop complains of the generaJ decay of discipline in hia days, 
aud the indifference shewn to the chai'acleris and qualifications of per- 
sons about to be ordained to the priesthood ; — ijm(iuiiftai fiij Kara [UKpdr 
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of all that now belongs to the Dean Rurall, and some 
of y' Office of Archdeacon, 

$Ut the Church soon found the inconvenience of 
coiiiiinicating the whole Title, and but part of the 
Office ofa Bishop unto those Chorepiscopi; of whose 
encroachm" S! Basil complaines in the forementioned 
Epistle;'" and they undoubtedlie were antiquated (by 
w' may be collected from y^57. Can. of y' Cone, of 
Laodicea," hereafter spoken of) long before Balsa- 

Ttjt Aoia^op/ac Tai/Ttji oJjj jrpoi'ouoiji;, says he, in warning words well 
worthy the attention of th« Church in ail agca, n't tqitcX^ truyxomv 
iXBp r(i rqe ewXijo-fac wpd-y^arn, k. r. \. — and contrasis the greater 
care of iLe clergy of earlier days, in properly attesting the cei'lificates 
of condidatea fur orders, with the laxity of those of bis own days : — 
Kal roiiro l^^a^oy fiiv Tp(i7/3£r(poi «ii haxoyoi o! auyaiKOvi'rig ouroici 
itrari^epuy Si role j^wptTurKOTroif, Si rag vafid ray dXijSii'wc fioprw- 
poiiyrioy Sc^^cyot if^^aj, nai iiTro/ii'^irai'rfc Toy VKlasoiror, ouruc iviip(6- 
ftny Toy hir^pirny ry rdy^ari tiuv iipartxiuv. K, t. \. 

This duly has been at different times fulfilled by Archdeacons and 
Rural Deans ; and so also that, which St. Basil subsequently com- 
mands the chorepiscopi of his diocese to perform, viz. of enrolling the 
names of the ministers of each village and town in a register— un-D 
riyoc iiaiKTai tKaaroQ, Kai iy ?ro/jj /3/jj iirriv. k.t. \. — the Avaypaifii) of 
which was to be sent to the A]T:hbishop, and a duplicate kept by each 
chorepiscopus. This primitive regulation, it is not improbable, may 
have been the archetype whence Archbishop Peclibam derived his 
plan of Archidiaconal and Decanal agency in the registration of the 
clei^ and their livings, &c. A. d. 1279. Cone. M. B. el H. Vol. ii. 
p. 33, See ^oxst StcanUae KutaUa. 

tB Nuv li vpurov fiiv i)[iac ^apaiaaficvoi, writes St. Basil, ca! i"i''i 
iraya^fniy lifiti' KaTaS€x^l^^''<"i "C faurouc Ti/y oXi/v Trcpuariiaarc nu- 
ScytIuv. k. t. \. Epiil. at. Not only had the villan Bishops cncioached 
on the just prerogatives of the urban, and ibereby given offence, but 
they had also uncanonically delegated iheir own functions to presby- 
ters, or at least, from weakness and sheer carelessness, had allowed of 
iheir functions being usurped and escrciscd by llie latter. 

'^ The council of Lnodicea was held a.d. 364. The fiily-seventfa 
<'anon was the following; Sri lA Tit iv tuiq Kufiait kqi ii- rnic x^YX"< 



mon's time, who lived about y" year of X! 1 1 90. and 
sayes of these Chorepiscopi,'" y' o rtav ^mpsT^ia-xamajv 
(3a9^op ■aavTE^.eSs 'ilvrpaxTrjOsv, ad Cone. Ancyr. e. 13. 



KaSlarairQfit iTrirrKdirtt!; aWa TrcpioScvrdc' rovg jiiy rw Jj3i) TrpOKaraoTa- 
0i)Tac ftijlev wparray dvcv yviifiris rov iTiat&irn too cv rp Trd\«. — 
C. a. E. U. m Bibl. I. C. V. Tom. i. p. 54. 

•8 Balsamon's words (which the reader will find cited by iLe learned 
president of Magdalen, in his Annott. in Ancyr. Cone. Cann. Reliq. 
Sacr. V. III. pp. 438-9) ure to bo received wiih some qualification. 
It is true that in the eastern churcb, the order of yiUan bishops -rav- 
nXuc jir^iWirnv in the patriarchates of Constantinople and Antioch, 
but not in that of Alexandria ; — where, on the authoiity of Petrua de 
Marca, de Concord. Sacerd. L. ii. c. 14, the chorepiacopi supplanted 
the bishops, and enjoyed the Bole regimen of the churches under the 
patriarch. This, however, was a particular exception ; and may not 
invalidate the genera/ assertion of the Greek canonist and commentator 
in relation to the east. But the case was very different in the west, 
where we find, between the time of the suspension of this order in the 
Grcelt church and the age of Balsamon, numerous notices of chore- 
piscopi in councils, capitularies, and papal epistles. See Eput. Joann. 
Pap. III. A.D. 559, Tom. Cone. XII. Capitiil. Aquhgran. Carol. M. 
*.D. 788, Tom. Cone. xx. ; with many others of the age of Charles 
the Great and Charles the Bald, in the Concilia Gallia. Indeed, 
even the establishment of Archdeacons and Archpriests does not appear 
to have led to an entire and perpetual suspension of the chorepiscopal 
order in the west. So far from it, that in our own counlry. Dr. Inett 
supposes (Origines Anglicanm, V. ii. c. iii.^ the order was introduced 
at a comparatively late period, viz. posterior to the Norman conquest ; 
our forefathers, doubtless, following the type of ecclesiastical govern- 
ment, which had earlier obtained among their Gallican neighbours. 
The grade, once instituted, long prevailed in ihese islands. And, 
upon the accurate information of Mr. Wharton, it may be stated, that 
in ihe diocese of London, alone, there were no fewer than twenty-eight 
cborcpiscopi between the years 1312 and 1540. De Episcopvi Ltmdi- 
nensibut, p. 124. By Dr. Cosin, Tab. xi. they are denominated 
" Episcopi Titulares," (Polil. Ecchsiait. Anglia) but ibe more com- 
mon title with us was Suflragan Bishops. 

The 26th of Henry VIII. c. 14. /or nomination of Suffragans, and 
consecration of (hem, notices the order as having been " amtetonictr to 
lit flrt toitdin tfiiB rralm." Upon which Bishop Gibson glosses : {Cod. 



But then for y* Archipraesbyter Ruralis (w"" us 
call'd y*^ Dean Rurally be was appointed to ease y' 
burden of Episcopacy in minorib' Titulis (sayes y° 
Law^') in y' Inferio' or Country-Churches : and on the 



liano) offered up by the ApxieptOc at I'i* ordination, will not, the writer 
IrusL", be deemed irajicrtinent. The volume whence it is extracted — 
from Dr. Parr's library at Hatton, and now fortunately penes eilUorem, 
— is of some raritv, and not likely to be found on the bookshelves of 
many of the rural clei^y. 

Tlio protopresbyter (irpwroiipeuc — irpbtrtmaitaQ) kneels at the step 
of the altar, before the apyitoiiit, who places his hand upon his head, 
and thus prays : 

A^inrora tiipu \iiaov Ti-piti, 6 Qcvq 'ifuiv, o ti^i' Upulirvyr]y jfapuraflcfat 
Tf yivu ruiHv, imi r^s touttjc htapiat xat rifirjc ^'1'' X"?"' "I^"!; iy^""^- 
ficrof:' xal alros iaiyoui alirovi: fiiXaficit KaOiaaficyos, Tou iipanKut 
itaT<iTTCit; nal efoKoyEif roue lijru^ifiiiKdTas Xcirovpyovs roi jiwiiplmi 
aim' Ka\ auriit ivBvaoy Toy aScK^oy ^/icDc — S — Koi rp tKfiVuntT' Itara- 
xaafoiiroy atrrtiv, row iv Ap\^ haaQat ruJc rpta^vTipuy roS \aov aov 
Kal KoXof tnroiiiyfia toIs /ict aim>S yii'to-flai Karatli-HToy, Kni ^r' tiJXa- 
(it{ag Kai ai'&fc iy yi}pci wiXji riXtimi Toy jiLov eifeileijoor, kbI trayrat 
^ftat lie ayaOot 0EOC iXiijOoy- Sri aii it ii Oonjp awpiaf; Kai « i/^yti 
naaa ^ trfffic, ti'c roiic alSiyas rilic a'liavuiy. «;. r. X. 

* " Rural Deans are the same with arch ipresby ten vicani or ruraUg, 
and their names are often confounded, but moro frequently occurrelh 
llic name of Archjpresbyler, and is more used among the canonists 
than that of Decanus." Somucr's Antiq. of Canterb. Part I. p. 175. 

^' The law referred to is the last chapter, viz. the fourth, of the De- 
crtital before mentioned, D. Grc^r. ix. L. i. Tit. xsir. De officio 
Archipresbyteri. iv. " JJl singula plebrs Arckipresbyferum habeanl." 
— " Propter assidiiom ei^ populum Dei curam, singulis plebibus ar- 
eh ipresby leros esse volumus, (]ui noa solium imperili vulgi solicitudi- 
nem genuit, veriim etiam presbyierorum, qui per minoreit tilulos habi- 
tant, ritam jugi circumspectione custodiant; ct qu& unusquisqae 
industrid divinnra opus exerceat, episcopo gno renuncicnl. Nee con- 
tendal cpiscopus non egere plebem Arcbipresbytero, quasi ipse earn 
gubeniarc vdeal; quia elsi valde idoneut sit, decet tamen ut sua 
onera partiatur: el sicut ipse matrici eccleus prKesi, ita Archipres- 
byteri pnesin (/plebibus, ul in nullo litubel ecclesiastica solicitudo; 
cuncta tamcn referoiit ud cpiscopum, ntv aliquid conlraejusdecrcium 
ordinaru pra;sumant." See Dr. Field, v/lhg Church, p. 507. 



22 



e 



behalf and instead of y" Bishop was intrusted w"" y 
oversight of y** Riirall Presbyters, and likewise y* peo- 
ple comitted to their charge, and was by the Antients 
esteem'd an OflBce soe necessarie in the Church, that 
it was not to be intermitted, though a Bishop highly 
qualifyed for Goverm* were plac't in y See ; because 
sales the Law, etsi valde idoneus sit (i. e. Epus) decet 
tn ut sua onera partiaf — ut in nuUo titubet Eccle- 
siastica Solicitudo. See R. Maurus in fine c, p^'fat : — ^ 
d^{ care indeed of y* Antient Church was exceed- 
ing great for y* preservation of Discipline, and in- 
crease of Beleevers, as you may see by y* 57, Can. 
of y* Counc. of Laodicea,^ where you find an appoint- 



^ This reference of Dr. P. to the Archhishop of Mentz is probably 
intended to point out the latter part of L. i. c. 5, de Instit, Clericor, as 
far as it is applicable to the chorepiscopi (of whom the archbishop is 
speaking) and rural deans in common. It has been already quoted. 

^ The 57th canon of the council of Laodicea (a.d. 364) orders the 
institution of Trepiohvral instead of xapemaKOTroi, The words of the 
canon have been cited. But these spiritual physicians were not then 
established for the first time. Indeed^ before the date specified in 
Dr. P.'s MS. they are noticed in an epistle of Peter, Archbishop of 
Alexandria, (circiter a.d. 300) under the title of " presbyteri, quibus 
permissum erat egentes visitare." Routk, Reliq, Sacr. Vol. iii. p. 348. 
ex Vet, Vers, Lat, — and again in an epistle of the Egyptian bishops, 
written, it may be, by Phileas, Bishop of Thmuis, to Meletius, (about 
the same time) under the title of '' circumeuntes et potentes visitare." 
ReL Sacr, V. iii. p. 382. ex Vet. Vers. Lat, 

It is somewhat strange that of the wepiohvrrjQ, whose station and 
grade seem to have been between the villan bishop and presbyter, no 
notice whatever should occur in the long and varied catalogue of Co- 
dinus. He is briefly mentioned in the EYXOAOnoN of Goar, p. 278. 

Upon the etymology of the term Trepio^cvr^c, Salmasius and Suicer 
are at issue wiUi Dr. Priaulx, his canonists and scholiasts, with Meur- 
sius and Goar. The words of the cited canonists of the text appear 
favourable to the interpretation of the periodeutae being itinerant 
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m' of y" tTc^u^uT^f, y" Circumcursator, or I^nerimt, 
whose office Blastares, Zonaras, and Balsamon, agree 
y' it was, to goe from Village to Village in y' Coun- 
try, and xeiToipTiCsiv Toif a-jfous, by correption, admo- 
nition and encouragm' (as need was) to help forward 
y' Salvation of Believers, and to labour also in y* 



prenchera — iripioSevTai Si Xi'yoirai, says Zonaras, ad Can. Lvii. Lao- 

dicen. 2ia to reptcp)(^i.rrOai, Kal KaTapri(ciy roue iriTOvc, /it/ tjjovrcc xa- 
Belpar otKitav. and SO the Greek Rtlnal — v Tr-tpioSoTfn: TrtptTrurSi', Kai 
olrf/Civ Toit ^eXXoitiic iwiKBiiv tit Tijv op(}ii2o&>' iriVii'. Such also is 
the constracrion put upon ihe t«nn by Dr. Cave, (P. C. Pari I, o. 8, 
p. 224) and Dr. Routh (Reiig. Sacr. V. in, p. 477). Though when 
the former says ihe pertodeuUe "doiibtleBS were the criyiJpiot xp*(r/3u- 
Tipoi" (whom Hennant, in his ClavU, interprets tptscopi agrorunt, 
Fort I. p. 178 ; and Selden, in his History of TilJics, presbi/teri paronhi- 
ojii, c.6,iii.p.80) "ofihe ISlhcanonofthe Neocaesarean ConnciJ," (to 
which tlie president hesitates to assent) hesoniewhat strengthens the hy- 
potliesis of Salmasius (dePnmalv) and Suiter (Thes. Eccl.) that tlie 
periodeulie were retidents rather than ilinerantii, or circumcursalors. 
And,indeed, notwithstanding GoBr's"Caveat Salmasius necirculatores 
fucofl ct theriacum divendentes, pro veris corporum curatoribus ingerat, 
&c." (Euclinl. p.289.) — thereismuch plausihility in these learned men's 
hypothesis. The primary signification of n-fpioJtwnjc. My they, being 
medietu, cujuieunque morbt curator (not luslrator, circilor, as sup- 
posed by MeuTsiuB, Gl. p. 420) : the term may secondarily signify 
euralor nnimm. — whence presbyters of urban and rural parishes, with 
cwre of souia, were called curati. " Non enim," says Suicer, V. ii. 
col. 67G, in voce — "inpmScuTai illi, qui pro chorepiscopis dicti sunt, 
ci in eonim nomen locnmcjue socceaserunl. ita vocabantur, quod eir- 
ciforei essent. In ttno quippe loco manebant inoKoiroomc, id est, 
evranlet, ut urbiuni episcopi." 

The proper Latin title is Viniator — irunriVnuOai roiJc aa6^vt^^ — 
vinlart infirmos. So that licdnuyttoe and irtpio^n/njc are functionally 
synonymoos; but inasmuch as the former was appropriated lo the 
bishop of the cathedral church, it was ihoughi better to designate the 
subordinate vicarious Visila/or ly rait xu/iais Kai ir rnic x'^P°'C< *•/ 
the appellation of irijHocumJc ; iVa /.^ yit^iu, in the words of Balsa- 
mon, imniTQ^dciTrnt n lipxupuaiivt,, r. r. X. p. 84y. See Justcllj Not. 
m C. V. E. V. p. 81), Can. pii. 



conversion of Infidells : this Office instituted ab' y' 
yeer of X' 341. is y" w'^'' (as before I hinted) may be 
thought to have weaken'd y' credit of y° Chorepis- 
copi ; and seems to be y' same w'^ the ''E^ag;^oi^ of 
y* Bishops in after ages, as some doe rightly conjec- 
ture. 



^ Not the /ii(rpoTroX7rai so called, with whom wehavt 
but clapx"' under the bishops of latei- date. " Posted Uap^oi dicti 
qnoqiie Chorepiscopi," says Meursius in Glossar. p. 157 — "qnasi ex 
principatu dependences ahorum. Hinc illud schohastse in Can. ix. 
Synodi AnHocken^, jupET^omuroi, oi rvf Xeyo^evoi ££op;((u, eire warpi- 
ap^ou Italy, iiTc firirpoiroKlTov." When alluding to the supposed 
identity of exarchi and periodeuts, and giving his sanction to iu pro- 
bability, our author had in view, likely, Bslsamon'a commentary on 
the cited canon of Laodicea — TrcptoScvTal li tiaiy ol aiificpoy Kpo^aX- 
\(l/iEcoi TTapa T-iSi- iiriirxdjTuiy ilap-^tai' ouTDi yap wipmStunvirt Kal (b-ittj- 
pvvm Til i/fljj^im aijiaXiiaTa, xal tarapri l^ovai Toug kkovs. See Gretseri 
Comment. Jj. I. c. xii. in Codini Cap. 1.4, p. 167, andGoari^njw/a/;. 
ad EYXOAOnON GnrcoTum, p. 288. in cl^apxnc. 

Many of the services of the eastern exarch (a functionary assuredly 
very nearly allied to the ^Epio^Evri^c and precedaneous bishop of the 
CDUntty) were heretofore performed by archdeacons, and vican arch- 
priests or rural deans, in iLe western parts of Europe, — a circumstance 
which renders any attempt to illustrate his duties not out of place in 
these notes. Indeed, it must be borne in mind by the reader, that out 
of ihe chorepiscopal office sprung the rural dean's, (as will be fnlly 
sbewu heitafler from Spelman, Valesius, Stillingfleet, and other com- 
petent autliorities) and thereforeif the former approximate in the same 
degi'ee to the exarchical office, there will he little difficulty in connect- 
ing the latter with the archipresbyteral of the country. But to facts : — 
Codinus (p. 168) tells us that exarchs were vicars and legates, or am- 
bassadors, of the patriarchal see^ — collectors of patriarchal dues and 
subsidies; — (hat they had power of deposing and excommunicating 
offenders against church disciphne, tou apyuvz troCiiv Kal a^plictf Si 
fi\6yovQ airlac ; and lasdy, of absolving penitents, for which they 
were furnished by the patriarch with proper letter, entitled avYXJipv- 
Tii:k ypafifiara. Turcogriec, fol. 219. 

Again, from Goar we learn that the ii,apT(pi raTpiapj^iaii were dele- 
gate officers, appointed to visit the dilTercni provinces of the patriar- 



3[n y' Canon law you have the Offices of the Archi- 
prassbyter of the City and Dean Rurall fully set 
down, agreeable for y^ maine to w' are customarily 
us'd amongst us : w''' for satisfaction of those of my 
Brethren who want y' helpes of y' Books themselves, 
I have transcrib'd out of one of their Epitomists.** — 

Ille (scil. Archipraesbyter Urbanus) vicem Epis- 

copi absentis gerit, curam praesentis minuit. Nam 

chale ; wherein they were to inquire, amongBt other things, whether 
canonical discipline was stricdy observed in all private churches i — 
whether the manners of the clei^ were lax and needed correction ; — 
whether the laity lived in obedience to God's laws. In short, they 
were vitilalores, subordinate and responsible to the patrioi'ch, from 
whom they derived their commission, and to whom they were bonnd 
to deliver their acts of viaitatioQ. Moreover, they were officially con- 
cerned in the ceremonial of ordination, — the appointed ministers of 
their superior in advancing CBndida,ie3 through the different grades of 
orders, — as appears from a. cited diploma in Goar ; who, in his day, 
says he had personally known many of these eastern circumcursatores 
— i ii avTOS c^px°£ l-'o' rove cKrjt icpS.'TSai fitXXorrac Pih riiy Kara 
pe'poc fSaO^uv (ic rouvo ItvTO irpojiiliaaic ficra ruv rtrofuir^iyiitv iiap- 
rupiiy Tou re (ilov, Kal rijc jfKixlat abrCiv, Kni vaanQ kripac roroi'it^c 
TH(WiT»fpflff((uc' in ye ft^y aai rSv ya/itKuy FvyaWayiiaruy imiarfiati 
irpoTpoirp >;ai avorfKmij, k. r. X. These and other important daties of 
oriental exarchs have long since devolved on officers of superior figure 
to the author and his annoiator in the western church. But if the 
reader will take the trouble of referring to Bishop Kennett's Parochial 
AnliquUies, Vol. II. pp. 349, seqq. or to the J^orac Sccatlitat Sliinlffl 
of the writer, he will find that in by-gone days, when chanccUora and 
vicars-gi'neral were less amply furnished with delegations of episcopal 
power than at present, many of llie exarch's functions were executed 
by vican archpresbyters in England and occidental Europe. 

*^ Amoldus CoiTinus d Beldcren I. U. D. whose " Jim Canonicum 
ptr Aphorixmo$ striclim Explicalum,' is an instructive breviary of 
the canon law ; consisting in part of the writings of tlic holy fathers, 
aud the canons of ancient councils ; and in part of ihe decrees and 
constitutions of popes, reduced into a comjiendious form, of eusy 
reference. 
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officia sacra in cantandS Missa, benedictionib* confe- 
reodis, Sacrintis administrandis, et ut Sacerdotes in 
iis administrandis probe se gerant, curat. Paenitentem 
infirmum, consulto Episcopo, reconciliat; pEeniam 
cunctis aliis Sacerdotib' injungit ; Archdiaconi p'eep- 
tis, sicut et Episcopi, obsequium p'bet, &c. 

Hie (scil. Archipaesbyter Ruralis) et Decanus (eo 
quod decern Clericis rura incolentibus p'sit) dictus, 
Laicorum et Praesbyterorum, qui Ecctias minores 
Arcliip'sbyteratiii subjectas administrant, curam ha- 
bet. Gravia delieta, si quae iiiciderent, Episco sig- 
nificat. Stricte ea, quae ab Ep6 decreta, sequit^ 
Arciiidiacono paret. Jurisdictionem babet volunta- 
riam, non contentiosam.*' Corvin. L. i. Tit. 16. But 
for y* Dean Rurall's obedience of y' Archdeacon (as 
he is Arcliipraesbyter) I doubt whether it holds w"' 
us: my reason is, because y" Dean Rurall is in this 
Church chosen by the Bishop alone, and by him alone 
may be displac't, and soe to him alone his obedience 
is due ; — Whereas it was otherwise supposed by this 
Authour, who grounds himself upon y° rule of the 
Law Deer. L. i. Tit. 23. c. 7. Ad hrec. Casus. Where 
it is sayd y' y' Dean Rurall is joyntly chosen by y^ 
B"" and Archdeacon, and so must be displac't by the 
concurrence of y" both.'' 



*■ The Meiitz professor ajiplies this final clause on the nalure of 
arcbipresbyteral jurisdiction io(A to city and country deans: "Habent 
Archipreshyteri jurisdictionem voluntarickm, non contentiosani, nee 
territorium ullum; nisi in foro pcenitentiali : et turn illud Episcopo 
est commune," p. 28. Moreover, he adds, " TJterque presbyter esse 
debet, aut, si non est, intra annam fieri ; ut arcfaidiaconus, si non est, 
diiiconiia." Cltm. i. de tetal, el gual. c. I, disl. 60. 

' Upon Uie right of election and appoinlmenl of deans rural, ori- 
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Slf( for y' esteem y" Church of England had of y" 
in former times, I shall only give you one instance 
out of Rog. Hoveden in Henr. II. where speaking of 
the Bfciiiiae ^alaKinat* (as they were call'd) a con- 



ginally, withont doubt, exercised by the bishop alone in all dioceses, 
but subsequeudy conceded to lie dergy and archdeacons, separately 
or conjointly (the bishop reserving to himself the power of approval 
and disapproval) in »ome, (dependent on the consiieludo Iocotuiii), 
much will be said in the ^orat Decanttac filuialtfl 

The case referred to by .Dr. Priaulx is at the close of the seventh 
chapter of the 23rd title, " De officio Archidiaconi,"~a, rescript of 
Pope Innocent III. (a. D.) 1214) Decretal. Gregor. IX. L. i. vir.6. 
"Subsequenter posteaquffisivisli ntn^m decani rurBles,qui pro tempore 
slatuuntur, ad mandatum tuura solum, vel Archidiaconi, vel etiam 
utriusque instilui debeant vel destjtui, si fuerint amovendi. Ad hoc 
breviter respondent iis, quod cum ab omnibus, quod omnes tangit, iq)- 
probari debeat ; et cum commune eorum decantis oflicium eserceat j 
communiter est eligendus, vel etiam amoveadus." 

^ " DecimtB Saladiiue. al. Saladinides, dicuntur qus in couciho 
Parisicnsi, a.d. 1188. Philippo Regi Francorum in oppngnutionera 
Soladini Mahometan! principis concesss erant." Spclman. Glossar. 
Arch. p. 166, in rocc. Ducacge Glomar. Vol. II. col. 729. in o. 
The particular occasion alluded to by Dr, P. is ihc decimation of the 
year above quoted, viz. 1118, When Henry II., at the earnest soli- 
citation of the Archbishop of Tyn;, determined on a crusade to the 
holy land, in conjunction ivith the King of France and Earl of 
FlandeJ'a. The decima in question, " in subveutionem terrte Jeroso- 
lymilansc," wi-re ordered to be collected by the rural archpresbyterB or 
deans, aided by other officers; excommunication of all non-payers 
being previously denounced by the same personages. " Colligatur 
autem pccunia ista in singulis parochiis," says Hoveden's report of the 
edict, " pDEsenie presbyiero parocbiee, et Arckipre»bytero, et uno Tera- 
plorio," &c. See Wilkins, hL, Ant/lo-Saatyn. p. 835, Ex Uog. Ho- 
veden. in anno, and also Concilium Gaintinglonensf, k.c, 1188. 
Uenr. 11. 35. in C. M. B. el U. Vol. I. p. 491. 

For other like employments of the dean rural in collecting the Rome 
mot ot Peler-ftenci fur the see of Rome, — the taxes imposed upon the 
clergy by the state, — ilic cathedratiea due to the bishops, &c. loo 
numerouii to be cited here, the render is again, and fur the liul timi'. 



tnbution for reinforcing y' holie warre, he tells you 
y' y' collection of those Tenths was not sett on foote 
untill — facta prius excommunicaoe ah Archiepisc. 
Episcis et Archiprsesbyt. singulis in singulis Paroe- 
chiis super unum quemque qui decimam p'taxatam 
non dederit, sub praesentiA et conscientid illorum qui 
debent interesse — whereof y' Archp'sbyter or Dean 
Rurall was to be one, and y' other were Persons and 
Officers of Note. 

CfeuS having, in as few words as I could, declar'd 
unto you the dutie of my place (the Principall end 
whereof is y" Eternall wellfare of y^ Church and 
People of God, which you yourselves likewise at 
your Ordination have promised to promote, and doe 
for y' reason eat y'^ Bread of yo' God) 1 hope you will 
w*^ all Xtian meekness and candour receave from me 
such intimations for y' future, w^out any imputation 
of arrogance or iiiovation) as the Divine Ma"' shall 
be pleas'd to direct me in, for y' inf and conscionable 
performance of my Dutie, and y^ discharge of y^ trust 
his Lo'' hath repose'' in 

My R^ Brethren 

Your affectionate Brother & 
Serv' in X'. 



referred to the Editor's projected publication on the nctme and title, 
the origin, appointment, and functions, personal and capitular of rural 
deans; which he humLly hopes, with confidence in hia own industry, 
though none in his ability, (the latter being, comparatii-ely, unimpor- 
tant to the accomplishment of an undertaking pretending to little more 
than the drudgeiy, the labor improl/us, of compilation) will satisfy 
curiosity on these and all other ancient itema of decanal duty. 



POSTSCRIPT. 



Is' delay should occur in the issue of his future labours 
from the press, the writer would have it rememhered that 
tlicy, avowedly, coDstitute the Triptpya of his leisure hours, 
not the daily occupation of his library — " homines enim su- 
mus et occupat'i officiU." — But, beyond an earnest desire to 
render them worthy of clerical attention, (as far as such a 
desire is compatible with the above declaration) it is not his 
wish to procrastinate the date of their publication. Should, 
however, a longer interval occur than he contemplates, be- 
tween his present appearance as an Editor, and his future 
one as an Author, in the cause of Rural Deans ; he would 
gladly convert it to the reader's eventual advantage, by 
availing himself of the opportunity of soliciting from the 
clerical public such additional information as the learned in 
ecclesiastical antiquities may be able, in the plenitude of 
their stores, to communicate upon the following points : — 

The date of the ^rst institution of Rural Deans in the 
different dioceses of Great Britain and Ireland ? 

By whom, (bishop, archdeacon, or clergy, separately or 
conjointly) of old, and at present, elected and appointed in 
the same ? — whether hy oral declaration, or by formal com- 
mission in scriptis ? — if the latter, the form of such instru- 
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ments ? — the duties entrusted to deans rural in modem days, 
and the duration of their tenancy of office ? — any peculiar 
usages ? 

Moreover, the writer will acknowledge with gratitude im- 
pressions of seals of deans rural, or notices where such may 
be found : — desideratay for which he has in vain examined 
the stores of the British Museum, by the kind agency of the 
Rev. J. Forshall, and those of the Bodleian library by that of 
Dr. Bandinel. The seals of the rural deanries of Ospringe 
in Kent, and Burcester in Oxfordshire, with a few others, 
are known to the writer by description, but the originals and 
their impressions have hitherto escaped his search. 

The author's object in soliciting information is not a mer- 
cenary one. He has no gainful end in view : — ^far otherwise. 
His sole design — in a literary point of view a very humble 
one — ^is to collect into a small volume, out of bulky and ex- 
pensive tomes, which few have inclination, and yet fewer op- 
portunity to explore, the widely-scattered notices of the ancient 
and modem duties of deans rural, — to compare, to classify, 
to explain them. And while drawing forth from black-let? 
tered obscurity the obsolete and antiquated usages of early 
church-polity, to point attention to such as appear capable 
of being revived to the furtherance of ecclesiastic discipline, 
and the general interests of the Christian community, — ^€ 

vwoToicu irdmic aXKriXoig tv hyarri, xai rrjy hp\aLav itrxyy awo^vyai, 
rjf eKKXnaCif, — S. Basilii Epist. Athanasio Magno, XLViii. Oper. Tom. 
III. p. 77. 
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that Order was whoHe abolisht in y' Church: and in 
y' place thereof we find there succeded y' no*uTOCTaCT% 



/. E. A. Vol. I. p. 134, note) " They were very coimnon in England ; 
taiing their titles from places in parlihus injidelium ; or from places, 
in which (though there were Gxl sees, and they had been orilaJDed to 
them) they could nol remain with safety ; upon which account, seve- 
ral Irish bishops, ftx)in time to time, were received and acted as suf- 
fragans, under Enghsh bishops." 

The cause of the discontinuance of this institution, confessedly of 

great utility in large dioceses, under infirm and aged bishops, (and 

more especially for the work of confirmation) Gibson does not relate ; 

and Bishop Burnet, in bis Life of Bishop Bedell, (p. 2] professes not 

to know ; but thinks it probable " the Suffragans ordained all that 

desired orders, so promiscuously, that the bishops found it necessary 

to let them fall. For complaints were made of this suffragan," (the 

chorepiscopus of Colchester, who had ordained the subject of the 

Bishop of Salisbury's memoir, — the truly primitive Bishop of Kilmore) 

" upon which he was threatened with the taking his commission frvm 

him : (for though they could do nothing hut by a delegation from the 

bishop, yet the orders they gave were still valid, even when Uiey ti-aus- 

gressed in conferring them :] upon that, tlie suOragan said a thing 

that was as insolent in him, as it was honourable for Mr. Bedell, iLat 

I he hod ordained a heller man than any the bishop had ever ordained, 

naming Bedell." This " insolent" chorepiscopus of Colchester was 

Dr. Stem, the last suffragan bishop in England.^tbc last "Anitstes. . . . 

ordine in secuiido" — {Siiloa, L. iv. Ep. ii.) — under llie act of Heniy 

VIII. and the same who is noticed, in ihe abstract from the journal 

of convocalion, as being suspended for non-appearance. But enough 

'— of villan bishops, — if the reader be desirous of farther information about 

^L ihem, he is referred to Meursius and Suicer, to Ducange and Spel- 

H man, to Thomassinus, Morinus, and Duarenus : nor should the early 

H treatise De ChorepUcopU, by the Archbishop of Mcntz, Rhabanus 

■ Maurus, ffonci/. Tom. viii. Labb. et Cossart.) nor the breviary of 
H ihtir duties by Isidore be overlooked. (De Eccl. Of. L. ii. e. 6.) To 
^^ the scholar it is unnecessary to notice the Synodicon of the Bishop of 
^B St. Asaph, and Dr. Routh's Retitjuim, with ihcir copious remarks on 
^V the character and functions of these spiritual officers, in such canons 
H of councils as their names occur : and lo all. Cave, (P. C. Part i. c. 8, 
H p. 222) Bingham, (E. A. B. ii. c. xiv.) Jeremy Taylor. (Epiicopaey 

■ asserted, Sect xxxii.] Dr. Field, (0/lhe Ckttrch.B.v. c.-i5)md 
H^ Messrs. Len-is and Pe)j^c, (on Sufra^an bUhopi) are doubtless ftuuUiar. 
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or IlpcaToiipiusy^^ after the manner of the Western 
Church ; in w*"*" the Burden of Episcopacy was prin- 
cipally eas'd by the distinct oflSces of Archdeacons, 
and Archpriests ;* the former whereof, that they should 
be soe much greater in Dignity then y** later, who 
were of the higher Order,*^ may seem somew* strange; 

^^ That the wpiaToirairac succeeded the 'S^apeirlaKoiroQ in the east, 
is expressly affirmed hy Balsamon and Aristenus. The former inter- 
prets the ILtopeirlffKOTroi of the eighth canon of Antioch by ir/jwroira- 
wd^ec ; and the latter as plainly says, 'S^wpBirlaKoiroi ^i eiaty ol viifupov 
EV raig Kwfiaii Kat ^wpaig TrpbJTOTraird^et XeySjievoi. Of the irpwrnrairaif 
more presently : — irparoupevt^ as its synonym, occurs in Goar*s Greek 
Ritual, p. 287 ; but is not found in Meursius or Suicer. Archipres- 
byter. Protopresbyter, Archipapa, and Protopapa, are glossed by Sir 
Henry Spelman, with his usual judgment, as synon3rmous. See GloS" 
sar. Archaiolog, p. 39. 

^ Archdeacons and Archpriests appeared, according to Mosheim, 
(E. H. V. I. p. 357) and Jablonski, (I. R, C. V. i. p. 100) in the fourth 
century. Both are mentioned in an epistle of St. Jerome, a.d. 378, 
and in the seventeenth canon of the fourth council of Carthage, a.d. 
398. But in the middle of the preceding century, it is clear, on the 
authority of Anastasius in Sixto, that St. Laurence was an archdeacon, 
the same who suiSered martyrdom, a.d. 260, in the episcopate of 
Sixtus of Rome ; and whose duties, as the first of the seven deacons, 
and the church's almoner, are sung by Prudentius in verses pertinent 

to the text : — 

Hie primus e septem viris, 
Qui stant ad aram proximi, 
Levita sublimis gradu 
£t cseteris prsstantior : 

Claustris sacrorum prseerat, 
Oselestis arcanum domus 
Fidis gubemans clavibus 
Votasque dispensans opes. 

Hymn, de S. Ltnirent. v. 36. 

21 " Archipresbyter se esse sub Archidiacono, ejusque praeceptis, 
sicut episcopi sui, sciat obedire." Decret. i. Distinct, xxv. de ecclesias- 
ticorum officiis. 1. 12. Corp, Jur. Can. p. 34. "Though the archpriest 
be major ordine than the archdeacon (if he be but a deacon and not 
a priest)," observes Mr. Somner, " {ex gl. in ci. de off. archipresb. 
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but y^ Histories of y' Church will easilie remove y" 
doubt, if we consider, that at Rome y^ Deacons** ever 
had y' care of distributing y" part of the Revenues 
and Oblations of y' Church, w"'' were sett apart for 
y* relief of y' Numerous Poor of that City ; that they 
were y'common''Ex8ixoi*^ and Defenders of y'Church, 



V. svbease) yet is the arclideacon than the arehpriesl major digniiate." 
Antiqviliti of Canterbury, Part r. p. 176. See Ducange Glosiar. in 
voce Archidiaconus, and Kennett's Parock. Anliq. V. ii. p. 356, 

^ De officio Diaconi, see Decret. I. pars. Distinct xciti. passim. 
"Numerum et ministeriuai pritnitiviun diu retinuit diaconuE," says 
Spelmtm ; " illuro pro ratione temporis in Beptenario : istud in curandis 
mensis, pecuniA pubhca, viduis, et pauperibus," Gloss, p. 169. " De 
institutione Archidiaconi, sic Hieronymus in Epist. ad Evagrium — 
' Diaeoni eligant de se qnem industrium noverint, et Archidiaconum 
VQceiit.' Inferiori sescuIo evocahatur ad hoc munus, qui prse cietcris 
antiquior fuit." EJusdem Gloss, p. 39. see notes 5, 6, anted. 

^ The ckBucoi and JKKXijirifKSiKoi of the Greeks answered to the 
defensores ecclesiie, the syndicks of the church, among ihe Latins- 
There were also defensores pavperiim, as appears from the fifth 
council of Carthage. It was the business of syndicks to solicit the 
injured cause of the church, and its poor members, in civil courts ; and 
if not thereremedied, to address the emperor in the name of the church, 
procure a precept in favoui' of the aggrieved party, and see it executed. 
This duty, hyourruraldean,andby Zonaras, fWCa«. 3. Chalcedon.) 
assigned to diaconal ministration, is by Codinus (de offic. Conslanti- 
nop. C. I. 30. p. .3) made presbyteral, being bestowed on the arch- 
presbyter or protopapas, bwpanvJrajrds, ttrSuocKai xpurocTDU/S^fiorat. 
Bishop Beveridge is of opinion that the chancellor of modem days 
is the representative of this ancient officer, perhaps the irpwriKSuioc : 
and so Godolphin, "Those whom we now call the bhhops ckancel- 
lours, are the very self same persons in office, that anciently did exer- 
cise ecclesiastical jurisdiction under bishops, and were called ecclesiec- 
did." Reperlor. Canon. Chap. x. I. p. 81. 

See Meursii Gloss, in v. p. 148 ; Ducange in p. Vol. i, col. 746 ; 
Spehnan.inir p. 166 ; and in pi'.AdvocatusEcclesiEe, p. 19. Suicer. 
T. E. col. 1045, in v. Thomassin. V. et N.E. D. de bene/. P. i. L. ii. 
c.Ti\u.ieqq. Morin. De S. O. P.m. Exerc.x\i.c.\u Bingham's 
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and were besides y* Apocrisiarii^ of y*" B^* of Rome, 
imploy'd in transacting y® weighty aflfaires of y* Church 
both abroad and at home; w""^ must needs advance 
their Reputation^ whilst y* Order of Presbyters was 
in a manner lost to y"" world, by their close attendance 
upon Sacred OflSces. — But y* Office of y* Archdeacon 
is w*^out y® compasse of o! Design at y* present. 
9fe for y* Archpresbyters,^ there were of them two 

E, A, B. Ill, c. XI. and Goar De Offic, EccL Canst p. 286, in v, irpo- 

^ Ducange's account of the airoKpiffiapuot or responsales is the hest 
of all the glossariographers': " A. prsesertim dicti qui d pontifice Ro- 
mano^ vel etiam ab archiepiscopis ad comitatum mittebantur, quo res 
ecclcsiarum suarum peragerent^ et de lis ad principem referrent. Si enim 
quaepiam ingrueret difficultas in rebus ecclesiasticis, seu politicis, que 
d principe definiri deberet, vel de qui consulendus ille esset^ per apo- 
crisiarium^ qui in comitatu, seu principis curii agebat, actitabatur; 
qui et pontificem^ a quo missus erat^ de principis^ et vicissim principem 
de pontificis responsis^ tanquam intemuntius^ admonebat^ quousque 
res legitimo exitu donaretur." Vol. i. Col. 555. Hincmar calls the 
apocrisiarius '' responsalis negotiorum ecclesiasticorum/' Lih,deOrd. 
Palat c. XIII. and says the office originated in the days of Constantine 
the great. Ep, iii. c. xiii. " Primitiis hoc munere fungebantur epis- 
copij sed quia consultius videbatur^ ut ipsi suas curarent ecclesias, 
plerumque diaconi aut presbyteri eorum vices agebant, et ideo iaro" 
Kpiffiapioi appellabantur." Suicer* T. E. Tom. i.,col. 456, in wH^e. 
Meursii glossar, in v, p. 43, and the works before cited under cic&icoi 
for farther information, in v, Apocrisiarius. 

^ All deans in the language of the church are denominated arch- 
presby tei*s ;— of whom the canonists make two kinds. Lancellot of 
Perugium, in his Institution's Juris Canonici, (Lib. i. Tit. xiv. de 
Officio Arehipresbyteri) distinguishes them by the titles of Urbani 
and Exteri. Others again by those of civitatenses and rurales, ur- 
bani and vicani, &c. In the Swnma Silvestrina, fol. xxxix. the A. 
ruralis is defined '* qui praeest solummodo plebi ;" and civitatensis as 
" ecclesiae cathedralis, — qui alio nomine dicitur decanus." Such also 
is the distinction of the epitomizer A. Corvinus, p. 27. 

Lancellot is more copious : — " Non absimiles Archidiaconis Archi- 
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sorts in the Church ; the one of y* City ; and y*" other 
of y*" Country. Y^ of y** City is to my judgm^ y* same 
^th ye Chancellour of y® Mother Church*® amg^ us ; as 
may verie reasonably be gathered from the Descrip- 
tion made of his Office in y* Decretals, L. i. Tit. 24. 
Cap. 1. 2. 3. where amg^ other things it is said, that 
it is y® Archpresbyters dutie — assidue in Ecctia stare. 



presbyter! habentur : nam et ii praelati sui circa spiritualia curam sub- 
levant. Horum autem duplex est species : alii enim urhani sunt, 
alii autem exteri. Urhani sunt, qui praesulis sui absentis circa divina 
in urbe vicem sustinent, aut prsesentis curam minuunt : ut officium 
inchoando, celebrando, et benedicendo, et cunctis providendo, quae 
sacerdotum ministerio perfici debent. Exteri sunt, qui circa singulas 
plebes cpnstituti, non solum vulgi solicitudinem gerunt, verum etiam 
presbyterorum, qui per minores titulos habitant, vitam jugi circum- 
spectione custodire debent : qui licet suis praesint plebibus, ut episco- 
pus matrici praeest ecclesiae, nihil tamen contra sui praesulis ordinare 
decretum audere debent." Let this breviary of decanal duties suffice 
for the present ; under the intention of the annotator, Deo volente, to 
cite more copiously hereafter every item of the rural arch-priest's func- 
tions, that can be elicited from the tomes of the councils, ancient his- 
tories and glossaries, the Corpus Juris Canonici, Lyndwood, Thomas- 
sin, Morin, Duaren, Rovier, Field, Somner, Godolphin, Kennett, 
Gibson, and every other work that may bear upon the subject : to 
which he will endeavour to add the modem usages of the different 
dioceses of England — oatra rav avOpofwufv Udri, Toitnv tcl fiifiriXe — if 
he can procure them by the kind indulgence of the respective dioce- 
sans. — But enough of the future — '^Quid dignum tanto feret hie 
promissor hiatu ?" — the reader is exclaiming : and so, let us proceed 
with the present : — 

26 By "y^ Chancellour of y« Mother Church amgt w«," Dr. Priaulx 
probably means in the church of Sarum ; but what peculiar functions 
this Chancellor performs, so as to approximate more nearly than the 
Dean to the type of the ancient archpriest of the city, the editor is at 
a loss to discover. The cathedral dean is by common interpretation 
the modem representative of the archipresbyter urhanus or civita" 
tensis, and no reason is known to the writer why the analogy should 
not obtain in the church of Sarum, as well as elsewhere. 

b2 
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and that in Episcopi sui absentid ad vicem ejus Mis- 
sarum Solemnia celebret^ et CoUectam (that is Missa 
Matutina aut Ferialis) dicat^ aut cui ipse injunxerit^ 
cap. 1 : — and cap. 2. in p'cipuis Festivitatib" aut ipse 
(scil. Archiprsesbyter) Celebraoem Missse Solenniter 
impleat^ aut ad sui jussionem^ cui committit% peragat 
veneranter. Soe y* Councill of Toledo, Archipraes- 
byter civitatis subest Archidiac. et principaliter p'est 
Praesbyteris et Praesbyteralibus OflRciis.*' And soe 
amg* y* Greeks Tsr^dSrog i^i roSf ^[jlutos ^ipwrf tol 8st>- 
TsqsToL roSf ' ApyjLsqiayg, Codin. c. I. next to y® B^ in y* 
Church '^ and hath a form of Ordination appointed 
for him,^ as may be seen in Goar. Euchol. p. 287. 



^ These quotations are all taken from the Decretals of Pope Gre- 
gory IX. Lih, I. Tit, xxiv. De officio Arckipresbyteri ; being there 
founds I. ex Concilio Toletano, a.d. 633. ii. Leo Papa IV. a.d. 850. 
III. Idem Eod, Anno, 

28 The archipresbyter of the Latins was the protopresbyter, and 
subsequendy the protopapas of the Greeks, as already stated. And 
the canon cited in the text from Codinus, (de Offic, Constant, c. i. xxx. 
p. 5) defining the functions and rank of the TrpwroTraTrac or irpwrorepevc 
in the east, is, in the explanation of Gretser, in his commentary, p. 
161, (" defensor, et inter sacerdotes koivovq primus, et sic proximus i 
patriarchs.") equally applicable to the urban archpriest, or cathedi-al 
dean of the west — 6 Trpwroc rStv iepitay (Turcogracia, fol. 218) pri- 
mus sacerdotum" — " summus presbyter" — whose duties in the Greek 
church are farther illustrated in the EYXOAOnON of Goar. p. 271, and 
again, p. 277, and note, p. 287. 

^ The rd^ic ^KoKovOiac eIq rb Trotrjaai wpi$yro7rpea(ivT£poyf in the Greek 
Ritual referred to, is too long for entire transcription: but as the 
learned editor of the Euchology seems to think that the vpafTowairac 
was the then representative of the more ancient ')(wpe7ri<rK6iroc, and had 
authoritative superintendence over countiy presbyters " in vicis ;" — 
whereby he is rendered, of course, a more interesting personage to a 
modem rural dean — ("proximus huic, magno sed proximus inter- 
vallo !") the introduction of the beautiful prayer (ex Etichologio Alia- 



